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Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs,
the self and nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. It can develop
students’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other principal religions, other religious
traditions and world views that offer answers to questions such as these.

In all academies within GCET, the school community must provide a positive context within which the
diversity of cultures, beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored. The Principal in each academy
must ensure all staff promote an ethos of respect for each other, challenge stereotypes and build an
understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This will contribute to a positive and inclusive academy ethos
that champions democratic values and human rights.

In summary, religious education for children and young people across the Trust should:
a)

provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right
and wrong, and what it means to be human.

b)

encourage students to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or non-religious), in the
light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on
personal, institutional and social ethos; and to express their responses.

c)

enable students to build their sense of identify and belonging which helps them flourish within their
communities and as citizens in a diverse society.

d)

teach students to develop respect for others, including people with different truths and beliefs, and
help to challenge prejudice.

e)

prompt students to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others and to explore how
they might contribute to their communities and to wider society.

